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west of Lake Hanka. Iron is mined on the Pacific coast near
the small port of Olga, and to the north of the port, near
Tetiukha? there is a large refinery for rare metals such as
cadmium, found in the Sikhote Alin Mountains. In Vladi-
vostock, zinc- and copper-smelting and refining is carried on.
The first electric-power station in the entire Far East has
been constructed at Vladivostock, so that the city is now well
supplied both with power and with raw materials. The
chemical, textile, and shipbuilding industries are the most
important. Flour-milling., manufactures connected with the
food industry, tanning and leather manufactures, the wood
industry, and the fishing and fish-canning industries are also
of major significance. The U.S.S.R. possesses enormous coastal
fisheries in Far Eastern waters, and the canneries handle
200,000 tons of fish per year. The city now possesses a large
modern refrigerating and cold-storage plant.
Situated in the centre of the upper Ussuri agricultural
region, to the north of Vladivostock, is the town of Spassk.
The beet-sugar factories of the town are designed to meet all
the requirements of the Far East. Formerly all sugar was
imported from the Ukraine. Another commodity which was
not previously manufactured in the Far East is cement. Before
1917 it was carried half-way round the world by sea from the
Black Sea port of Novorrossisk. To-day all supplies come
from the cement works at Spassk. Farther south, at Nikolsk,
there are chemical, sugar, and food-manufacturing works,
and the iron-smelting industry is being developed.
Quite apart from being an industrial centre, Vladivostock
is an important naval base, the only large Soviet port on the
Pacific, so that it has considerable strategic and commercial
value. It possesses excellent harbour facilities, on the shores
of a fine bay, down to \vrhich the main streets of the town
sweep with rather steep slopes. Owing to the fact that the
Sikhote Alin Range causes traffic from the west to be diverted-
to the north or south at the Amur-Ussuri junction, the Trans-
Siberian Railway turns south at this point and has its ter-
minus, some ten days* journey from Moscow, at Vladivostock,
which in every respect is a better port than Nikolayevsk.